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INTRODUCTION

“I earnestly call upon pastors and the whole community of
the faithful to help the divorced, and with solicitous care to
make sure that they do not consider themselves as separated
from the Church, for as baptized persons they can, and
indeed must, share in her life. They should be encouraged
to listen to the word of God, to attend the sacrifice of the
Mass, to persevere in prayer, to contribute to works of charity
and to community efforts in favor of justice, to bring up
their children in the Christian faith, to cultivate the spirit
and practice of penance and thus implore, day by day, God's
grace. Let the Church pray for them, encourage them and
show herself a merciful mother, and thus sustain them in
faith and hope” (Pope John Paul II, The Christian Family in
the Modern World, no. 84, November 1981)

With these words, the Holy Father reminds the whole
Church that we are called to walk together in understanding,
compassion and support with all our brothers and sisters
who have experienced the tragedy of marital separation and
divorce. Nothing can ever prepare a person for the pain of
divorce. No one grows up planning that a divorce will hap-
pen. Although the legal decree of divorce can be pinpointed
to a particular county court and an exact moment in time,
the experience of divorce is all-encompassing. We hope
to reflect the healing love of Christ to all who have known
the pain of divorce. We seek to encourage and support all
who have suffered. We seek to reconcile those who have
been estranged from the Church. We want to draw into full
communion those who have been alienated from the Church
because of a non-sacramental marriage.

The Tribunal is primarily a part of the Church's judicial system.
We remain faithful to the Gospel and to the Church's teaching
regarding the indissoluble permanence of a validly contracted
marriage. We must observe and apply the procedural laws of
our Catholic Church. Through fidelity to this difficult task we
maintain fidelity to Christ. At the same time we carry out this
mission with a deep concern for each person who has suffered
shock, anger, guilt and the many painful experiences of a
broken marriage. In our work we strive to reflect the Church's
pastoral concern for each person and to offer the hope and the
comfort which Christ alone can give.
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PERTINENT CANONS
REGARDING THE CANONICAL
FORM OF MARRIAGE

CANON 1108

S1.

§2.

Only those marriages are valid which are contracted
before the local ordinary, pastor, or a priest or deacon
delegated by either of them, who assist, and before
two witnesses according to the rules expressed in the
following canons and without prejudice to the exceptions
mentioned in can. 144,112 §1, 1116, and 1127 §§1-2

The person who assists at a marriage is understood
to be only that person who is present, asks for the
manifestation of consent of the contracting parties,
and receives it in the name of the Church.

CANON 1111

SL

S2.

As long as they hold office validly, the local ordinary
and the pastor can delegate to priests and deacons the
faculty, even a general one, of assisting at marriages
within the limits of their territory, without prejudice
to the prescript of can. 1108 §3.

To be valid, the delegation of the faculty to assist at
marriages must be given to specific persons expressly.
If it concerns special delegation, it must be given for a
specific marriage; if it concerns general delegation, it
must be given in writing.

CANON 1117

The form established above must be observed if at least
one of the parties contracting marriage was baptized in the
Catholic Church or received into it, without prejudice to
the prescripts of can. 1127 §2.

CANON 1127

SL.

The prescripts of can. 1108 are to be observed for the
form to be used in a mixed marriage. Nevertheless, if a
Catholic party contracts marriage with a non-Catholic
party of an Eastern rite, the canonical form of the
celebration must be observed for liceity only; for validity,
however, the presence of a priest is required and the
other requirements of law are to be observed.

Informal Petitions for Marital Invalidity
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§2. If grave difficulties hinder the observance of canonical
form, the local ordinary of the Catholic party has the
right of dispensing from the form in individual cases,
after having consulted the ordinary of the place in
which the marriage is celebrated and with some public
form of celebration for validity...

FREEDOM TO MARRY

Before a person who has been previously married is able
to enter a marriage in the Catholic Church, the freedom of
that person to enter into another marriage must be proven.
There are a variety of processes used by the Tribunal to
investigate and to arrive at a decision regarding a person's
freedom to enter another marriage. The object of all these
procedures is to make a determination according to the
teachings and laws of the Catholic Church of whether or not
the permanent bond of marriage exists between spouses. In
this brochure, we are dealing only with marital invalidity
that arises from two sources: the Lack of Canonical Form
and the Defect of Canonical Form.

WHAT IS THE
CANONICAL FORM?

In order for a person who is a baptized Catholic (or who
has been received into full communion with the Catholic
Church) to enter a valid marriage, both man and woman
must exchange their consent according to a specific form,
that is, they must exchange their wedding vows before a
properly delegated priest or deacon or specially delegated
lay person and in the presence of two witnesses. This is
known as the Canonical Form of Marriage. All those who
are baptized into the Catholic Church or received into full
communion with the Catholic Church are bound to observe
the canonical form for the validity of their marriage.

Persons who are baptized into other Christian Churches
and the non-baptized are not included in this law. These
persons marry validly when they exchange their consent
in any public form (e.g. - two Christians, a Christian and
non-Christian, two non-Christians).
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ARE THERE EXCEPTIONS TO
THE OBLIGATION TO OBSERVE
THE CANONICAL FORM?

Yes. Canon 1127, §2, allows the bishop of a Catholic
party to permit exceptions for a just cause. For example, a
Catholic man wishes to marry a non-Catholic woman who
is very active in her Church. The Catholic may receive from
his bishop the permission to marry in the non-Catholic
Church before the non-Catholic minister. This is known as
“a Dispensation from Canonical Form.” Another exception
is the case of a Latin Rite Catholic who marries an
Orthodox Christian in an Orthodox Church. Even without
the dispensation from canonical form from the Catholic
party's bishop, this marriage is valid (although unlawful).
Finally, the Code of Canon Law recognizes that a person
who was baptized in the Catholic Church or received into
full communion with the Catholic Church is able to leave
the Church voluntarily by a formal act. Once a person has
formally departed from the Catholic Church, that person is
no longer bound by the obligation to observe the canonical
form of marriage.

PETITIONS FOR INVALIDITY
BASED ON CANONICAL FORM

There are two different types of petitions based on canonical
form. First, the canonical form may be completely lacking
in the manner in which the wedding was celebrated. For
example, a Catholic who is bound to observe the canonical
form of marriage attempts to marry before a civil magistrate.
Here the canonical form is completely lacking and this
marriage is invalid. A second type of case is called a Defect of
Canonical Form case. In these cases, the canonical form was
only partially observed. For example, the officiating cleric
was not properly delegated to assist at the marriage or failed
to assist actively by not requesting and receiving the con-sent
of the parties. Another example of a defect of canonical form
would be the situation in which the required two witnesses
were not present at the time of consent. These defect of form
cases are much less frequent than those cases involving a
total lack of canonical form.

4 Informal Petitions for Marital Invalidity
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THE PROCESS FOR
DEFECT OF FORM CASES

Canon 1686 provides the process for proving the invalidity
of marriages due to a defect of canonical form. Since these
cases rest on the gathering of documents which prove
the invalidity and which are not subject to contradiction
or exception, this procedure is called the Documentary
Process. Many of the formalities essential to the ordinary
judicial process of invalidity are omitted in these cases.
Hence, these petitions require very little time once the
necessary documents are gathered.

THE PROCESS FOR
LACK OF FORM CASES

This is the most common type of informal or documentary case.
In these cases, one or both parties in the marriage is Catholic
but the marriage was not celebrated by a Catholic priest,
deacon or specially delegated lay person and the dispensation
from canonical form was never granted by the bishop.

The Petition

After the divorce is final, either party can submit a petition
for invalidity before the Tribunal, requesting that the
marriage be declared invalid because it was never celebrated
according to the canonical form of marriage which bound
at least one of the parties at the time of consent. Usually this
petition is made with the assistance of a priest, deacon or
pastoral minister who will help the petitioner to complete
the questionnaire provided by the Tribunal.

The following documents are essential to prove the invalidity
of these cases and MUST be submitted in EVERY case:

1. A recent copy of the BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE of
the Catholic party or parties in the marriage. These can
be obtained from the church of baptism. By "recent" is
meant a certificate that is dated within six months of
the day of petition. Original baptismal certificates or
certificates issued in childhood are not helpful, since
these could not indicate whether or not a convalidation
of this marriage was ever attempted.
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2. An original or certified copy of the MARRIAGE
RECORD. This will demonstrate that the Catholic
form of marriage, in fact, was not observed at the time
of the wedding. Certified copies of marriage records
can be obtained from the county in which the wedding
took place.

3. 3. An original or certified copy of the CIVIL DECREE
OF DIVORCE. This may be obtained from the Clerk
of Courts from the county in which the divorce was
granted. As proof that the union in question has been
finally terminated and that a binding solution has
been given regarding the division of property, etc.,
the Tribunal requires that a civil decree of divorce
be granted before beginning the canonical process to
investigate the nullity of the union.

4. 4. When applicable: a copy of the CERTIFICATE
OF RECEPTION INTO FULL COMMUNION with
the Catholic Church in those cases in which a person
became a Catholic prior to the wedding.

Photocopies of original documents are not acceptable.
All documents must bear the authentic seal of the county
court, parish, etc. Once submitted, all documents become
the property of the Tribunal of the Diocese of Allentown.

Searches

After the petition form and documents are received at the
Tribunal, searches are required to be made by the Tribunal
staff. A search must be made in the Chancery of the diocese
in which the Catholic party lived at the time of the wedding
to certify that a dispensation from Canonical Form was
never granted for this wedding.

The marriage records of all parishes in which the couple
had a common residence during their marriage will also
be searched to prove that a convalidation of this marriage
never took place. These searches are conducted through
the mail after the petition is received at the Tribunal. The
pastors and chancery officials send affidavits to the Tribunal
testifying that the searches have been made and no records
of dispensations or convalidations were discovered.
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The Final Decree

When all the documents have been gathered, the Judicial Vicar
will issue a formal decree stating that the lack of canonical
form has been proven and that the marriage was invalid from
the outset. This decree is then communicated to the parties.

LENGTH OF TIME

Since the documents constitute the proof, these cases do
not require the gathering of testimonies regarding the
quality of married life, etc. Many of the formalities of the
ordinary judicial process are omitted. These cases can be
concluded in a relatively brief time, after the necessary
documents are gathered.

DECREES OF INVALIDITY
HAVE NO CIVIL EFFECTS

In the United States, ecclesiastical declarations of invalidity
are purely spiritual matters and carry absolutely no civil
effects. Issues such as the legitimacy of children, custody,
support, etc. are not affected in any way by a de-cree of
nullity granted by the Church.

PROHIBITION OF
A FUTURE MARRIAGE

Under no circumstance should a future marriage be
scheduled until the decree of invalidity has been issued.
It is impossible for the Tribunal to determine how long
the process may take due to the variables inherent in
gathering the proofs.

In those cases in which a person has experienced the
failure of two or more marriages, even though the
marriages were invalid due to the lack of canonical
form, the Tribunal must exercise a special vigilance.
The person will be asked to meet with a therapist who
is approved by the Tribunal for evaluation to determine
readiness to enter and sustain a new marriage. Until this
prohibition is lifted, the person's right to marry in the
Catholic Church is suspended.

Informal Petitions for Martial Invalidity 7
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WHAT IS THE OFFERING
TO THE TRIBUNAL?

The Petitioner is asked to help defray the expenses involved
in processing these cases. Presently the offering is seventy-
five dollars ($75). All offerings collected by the Tribunal
are used towards the daily operating expenses of the office.
The suggested offering assists with a small portion of the
operational costs for the Tribunal.

When a Petitioner has been involved in multiple marriages,
each former marriage is treated as an individual case and a
separate offering is requested for each.

The Tribunal welcomes all petitions, regardless of one’s
ability to make an offering. The Tribunal can arrange
payment plans or completely waive offerings based on
individual financial circumstances, with no impact on the
petition’s progress or outcome.

The staff of the Diocesan Tribunal is available to assist
you. You may contact us between 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday at:

THE TRIBUNAL
Diocese of Allentown
7660 Imperial Way, Suite 125
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18195
(610) 434-3200  Fax (610) 433-3104
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INTRODUCCION

“Hago un llamado apremiante a los sacerdotes y a toda la
comunidad de los fieles para que ayuden a los divorciados
y con esmero procuren que no se consideren a si mismos
separados de la Iglesia, ya que, como bautizados, pueden y
deben participar en su vida. Hay que animarlos a escuchar
la palabra de Dios, a participar en el sacrificio de la Misa, a
perseverar en la oracidn, a contribuir en las obras de caridad
y en las iniciativas de la comunidad en favor de la justicia, a
educar a sus hijos en la fe cristiana, a cultivar el espiritu y la
practica de la penitencia e implorar asi, dia tras dia, la gracia
de Dios. Que la Iglesia ore por ellos, los anime y se muestre
como madre misericordiosa, sosteniéndolos asi en la fe y en
la esperanza” (Papa Juan Pablo II, La Familia Cristiana en el
Mundo Moderno, n. 84)

Con estas palabras, el Santo Padre recuerda a toda la Iglesia
que estamos llamados a caminar juntos en comprension,
compasion y apoyo con todos nuestros hermanos y hermanas
que han experimentado la tragedia de la separacion
matrimonial y el divorcio. Nada puede preparar jamas a una
persona para el dolor del divorcio. Nadie crece planeando que
ocurrira un divorcio. Aunque la resolucion legal del divorcio
puede ubicarse en un tribunal en particular y en un momento
determinado en el tiempo, la experiencia del divorcio lo abarca
todo. Anhelamos reflejar el amor sanador de Cristo a todos
los que han conocido el dolor del divorcio. Buscamos alentar
y apoyar a todos los que han sufrido. Buscamos reconciliar a
aquellos que se han alejado de la Iglesia. Queremos atraer a la
plena comunion a aquellos que se han distanciado de la Iglesia
debido a un matrimonio no sacramental.

El Tribunal es principalmente una parte del sistema
judicial de la Iglesia. Permanecemos fieles al Evangelio
y a la ensefianza de la Iglesia respecto a la permanencia
indisoluble de un matrimonio véalidamente contraido.
Debemos observar y aplicar las leyes procesales de nuestra
Iglesia Catdlica. A través de la fidelidad a esta dificil tarea
mantenemos la fidelidad a Cristo. Al mismo tiempo llevamos
a cabo esta mision con una profunda preocupacion por cada
persona que ha sufrido conmocion, ira, culpa y las muchas
experiencias dolorosas de un matrimonio roto. En nuestro
trabajo nos esforzamos por reflejar la preocupacion pastoral
de la Iglesia por cada persona y por ofrecer la esperanza y el
consuelo que solo Cristo puede dar.

Peticiones Informales para Invalidacién Matrimonial 1



EL TRIBUNAL — DIOCESIS DE ALLENTOWN

CANONES PERTINENTES
RESPECTO A LA FORMA
CANONICA DEL MATRIMONIO

CANON 1108

§1.

S2.

Solamente son vélidos aquellos matrimonios que se
contraen ante el Ordinario del lugar o el parroco, o un
sacerdote o didcono delegado por uno de ellos para que
asistan, y ante dos testigos, de acuerdo con las reglas
establecidas en los canones que siguen, y quedando a
salvo las excepciones de que se trata en los cc. 144, 1112
§1,1116y 1127 §§ 1y 2.

Se entiende que asiste al matrimonio solo aquel que,
estando presente, pide la manifestacion del consentimiento
de los contrayentes y la recibe en nombre de la Iglesia

CANON 1111

§1.

S2.

El Ordinario del lugar y el parroco, mientras
desempefian vélidamente su oficio, pueden delegar
a sacerdotes y a didconos la facultad, incluso general,
de asistir a los matrimonios dentro de los limites de su
territorio, quedando firme sin embargo lo que prescribe
el c. 1108 § 3.

Para que sea valida la delegacion de la facultad de
asistir a los matrimonios debe otorgarse expresamente
a personas determinadas; si se trata de una delegacion
especial, ha de darse para un matrimonio determinado,
y si se trata de una delegacion general, debe concederse
por escrito.

CANON 1117

La forma arriba establecida se ha de observar si al menos
uno de los contrayentes fue bautizado en la Iglesia catolica o
recibido en ella, sin perjuicio de lo establecido en el c. 1127 §2.

CANON 1127

§1.

En cuanto a la forma que debe emplearse en el matrimonio
mixto, se han de observar las prescripciones del c. 1108;
pero si contrae matrimonio una parte catélica con otra
no catdlica de rito oriental, la forma canonica se requiere
unicamente para la licitud; pero se requiere para la validez
la intervencién de un sacerdote, observadas las demds
prescripciones del derecho.

Peticiones Informales para Invalidacién Matrimonial
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§2. Si hay graves dificultades para observar la forma
canonica, el Ordinario del lugar de la parte catélica
tiene derecho a dispensar de ella en cada caso, pero
consultando al Ordinario del lugar en que se celebra
el matrimonio y permaneciendo para la validez la
exigencia de alguna forma publica de celebracion. ..

LIBERTAD PARA CASARSE

Antes de que una persona que ha estado casada
anteriormente pueda contraer matrimonio por la Iglesia
Catolica, debe probarse la libertad de esa persona para
contraer otro matrimonio. Hay una serie de procesos
utilizados por el Tribunal para investigar y llegar a una
decision respecto a la libertad de una persona para contraer
otro matrimonio. El objeto de todos estos procedimientos
es tomar una determinacion de acuerdo con las enseflanzas
y leyes de la Iglesia Catdlica sobre si existe o no el vinculo
permanente del matrimonio entre los conyuges. En este
folleto, tratamos tunicamente la invalidez matrimonial
que surge de dos fuentes: la Falta de Forma Canénica y el
Defecto de Forma Canonica.

{CUAL ES LA
FORMA CANONICA?

In order for a person who is a baptized Catholic (or who
has been received into full communion with the Catholic
Church) to enter a valid marriage, both man and woman
must exchange their consent according to a specific form,
that is, they must exchange their wedding vows before a
properly delegated priest or deacon or specially delegated lay
person and in the presence of two witnesses. This is known as
the Canonical Form of Marriage. All those who are baptized
into the Catholic Church or received into full communion
with the Catholic Church are bound to observe the canonical
form for the validity of their marriage.

Las personas que son bautizadas en otras Iglesias cristianas
y los no bautizados no estan incluidos en esta ley. Estas
personas se casan validamente cuando intercambian su
consentimiento en cualquier forma publica (por ejemplo:
dos cristianos, un cristiano y un no cristiano, dos no
cristianos).

Peticiones Informales para Invalidacién Matrimonial 3
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¢HAY EXCEPCIONES A LA
OBLIGACION DE OBSERVAR LA
FORMA CANONICA?

Si. El Canon 1127, §2, permite al obispo de la parte catélica
conceder excepciones por una causa justa. Por ejemplo, un
hombre catdlico desea casarse con una mujer no catélica que
es muy activa en su Iglesia. El catdlico puede recibir de su
obispo el permiso para casarse en la Iglesia no catdlica ante
el ministro no catélico. Esto se conoce como "una Dispensa
de la Forma Canonica." Otra excepcion es el caso de un
catolico de Rito Latino que se casa con un cristiano ortodoxo
en una Iglesia Ortodoxa. Aun sin la dispensa de la forma
candnica del obispo de la parte catdlica, este matrimonio es
valido (aunque ilicito). Finalmente, el Cddigo de Derecho
Canoénico reconoce que una persona que fue bautizada
en la Iglesia Catolica o recibida en plena comunién con la
Iglesia Catdlica puede abandonar la Iglesia voluntariamente
mediante un acto formal. Una vez que una persona se ha
apartado formalmente de la Iglesia Catolica, esa persona
ya no estd obligada por la obligacién de observar la forma
canonica del matrimonio.

PETICIONES DE INVALIDEZ
BASADAS EN LA FORMA CANONICA

Hay dos tipos diferentes de peticiones basadas en la
forma candnica. Primero, la forma candnica puede estar
completamente ausente en la manera en que se celebré la
boda. Por ejemplo, un catélico que esta obligado a observar
la forma candnica del matrimonio intenta casarse ante un
magistrado civil. Aquila forma canonica esta completamente
ausente y este matrimonio es invalido. Un segundo tipo de
caso se llama caso de Defecto de Forma Candnica. En estos
casos, la forma candnica fue observada sélo parcialmente.
Por ejemplo, el clérigo oficiante no estaba debidamente
designado para asistir al matrimonio o no asistié activamente
al no solicitar y recibir el consentimiento de las partes. Otro
ejemplo de un defecto de forma candnica seria la situacion
en la que los dos testigos requeridos no estuvieron presentes
en el momento del consentimiento. Estos casos de defecto de
forma son mucho menos frecuentes que aquellos casos que
involucran una falta total de forma canénica.

4 Peticiones Informales para Invalidacién Matrimonial
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EL PROCESO PARA
CASOS DE DEFECTO DE FORMA

El Canon 1686 proporciona el proceso para probar la
invalidez de los matrimonios debido a un defecto de forma
candnica. Dado que estos casos se basan en la recopilacion de
documentos que prueban la invalidez y que no estan sujetos
a contradiccién o excepcion, este procedimiento se llama
Proceso Documental. Muchas de las formalidades esenciales
para el proceso judicial ordinario de invalidez se omiten en
estos casos. Por lo tanto, estas peticiones requieren muy poco
tiempo una vez que se reunen los documentos necesarios.

EL PROCESO PARA
CASOS DE FALTA DE FORMA

Este es el tipo mas comun de caso informal o documental. En
estos casos, una o ambas partes en el matrimonio son catolicas
pero el matrimonio no fue celebrado por un sacerdote catolico,
didcono o persona laica especialmente asignada y la dispensa de
la forma candnica nunca fue concedida por el obispo.

La Peticion

Después de que el divorcio sea definitivo, cualquiera de
las partes puede presentar una peticiéon de invalidez ante
el Tribunal, solicitando que el matrimonio sea declarado
invélido porque nunca fue celebrado de acuerdo con la forma
canodnica del matrimonio que obligaba al menos a una de las
partes en el momento del consentimiento. Generalmente esta
peticion se hace con la asistencia de un sacerdote, didcono o
ministro pastoral que ayudara al peticionario a completar el
cuestionario proporcionado por el Tribunal.

Los siguientes documentos son esenciales para probar
la invalidez de estos casos y DEBEN ser presentados en
CADA caso:

1. Unacopiareciente del CERTIFICADO DE BAUTISMO
de la parte o partes catolicas en el matrimonio. Estos se
pueden obtener de la iglesia en la que se bautizaron. Por
"reciente" se entiende un certificado que esté fechado
dentro de los seis meses del dia de la peticion. Los
certificados de bautismo originales o los certificados
expedidos en la infancia no son dtiles, ya que estos
no podrian indicar si alguna vez se intenté o no una
convalidacion de este matrimonio.

Peticiones Informales para Invalidacién Matrimonial 5
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2. El original o una copia certificada del REGISTRO
DE MATRIMONIO. Esto demostrard que la forma
catdlica del matrimonio, de hecho, no fue observada en
el momento de la boda. Las copias certificadas de los
registros de matrimonio se pueden obtener del condado
en el que tuvo lugar la boda.

3. Eloriginal o una copia certificada del DECRETO CIVIL
DE DIVORCIO. Esto se puede obtener en la Secretaria
de los Tribunales del condado en el que se concedio el
divorcio. Como prueba de que la unién en cuestion ha
sido terminada definitivamente y que se ha dado una
solucion vinculante con respecto a la division de bienes,
etc., el Tribunal requiere que se conceda un decreto civil
de divorcio antes de comenzar el proceso canonico para
investigar la nulidad de la union.

4. Cuando sea aplicable: una copia del CERTIFICADO
DE RECEPCION EN PLENA COMUNION con la
Iglesia Catolica en aquellos casos en los que una persona
se hizo catolica antes de la boda.

Las fotocopias de documentos originales no son aceptables.
Todos los documentos deben llevar el sello auténtico del
tribunal del condado, parroquia, etc. Una vez presentados,
todos los documentos se convierten en propiedad del
Tribunal de la Didcesis de Allentown.

Bisquedas

Después de que el formulario de peticion y los documentos
sean recibidos en el Tribunal, el personal del Tribunal
debe realizar busquedas. Debe hacerse una busqueda en la
Cancilleria de la didcesis en la que la parte catélica vivia en
el momento de la boda para certificar que nunca se concedid
una dispensa de la Forma Canénica para esta boda.

Los registros de matrimonio de todas las parroquias en las que
la pareja tuvo una residencia comun durante su matrimonio
también seran revisados para probar que nunca tuvo lugar
una convalidacion de este matrimonio. Estas busquedas se
realizan por correo después de que la peticion es recibida
en el Tribunal. Los parrocos y funcionarios de la cancilleria
envian declaraciones juradas al Tribunal testificando que se
han realizado las busquedas y no se descubrieron registros de
dispensas o convalidaciones.
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El Decreto Final

Cuando todos los documentos hayan sido reunidos, el
Vicario Judicial emitira un decreto formal declarando que la
falta de forma candnica ha sido probada y que el matrimonio
fue invalido desde el principio. Este decreto es entonces
comunicado a las partes.

DURACION DEL PROCESO

Dado que los documentos constituyen la prueba, estos
casos no requieren la recopilaciéon de testimonios respecto
a la calidad de la vida matrimonial, etc. Muchas de las
formalidades del proceso judicial ordinario se omiten. Estos
casos pueden concluirse en un tiempo relativamente breve,
después de que se retinen los documentos necesarios.

LOS DECRETOS DE INVALIDEZ
NO TIENEN EFECTOS CIVILES

En los Estados Unidos, las declaraciones eclesidsticas de
invalidez son asuntos puramente espirituales y no conllevan
absolutamente ningun efecto civil. Cuestiones tales como
la legitimidad de los hijos, la custodia, la manutencion, etc.
no se ven afectadas de ninguna manera por un decreto de
nulidad concedido por la Iglesia.

PROHIBICION DE UN
MATRIMONIO FUTURO

Bajo ninguna circunstancia debe programarse un
matrimonio futuro hasta que se haya emitido el decreto
de invalidez. Es imposible para el Tribunal determinar
cuanto tiempo puede tomar el proceso debido a las
variables inherentes a la recopilacion de las pruebas.

Enaquellos casosenlos que una personahaexperimentado el
fracaso de dos o mas matrimonios, aunque los matrimonios
fueron invalidos debido a la falta de forma candnica, el
Tribunal debe ejercer una vigilancia especial. Se le pedira a
la persona que se retina con un terapeuta que esté aprobado
por el Tribunal para una evaluacion para determinar la
disposicion para contraer y sostener un nuevo matrimonio.
Hasta que esta prohibicion sea levantada, el derecho de la
persona a casarse por la Iglesia Catolica queda suspendido.
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¢CUAL ES LA
APORTACION AL TRIBUNAL?

Se le pide al Peticionario que ayude a sufragar los gastos
derivados del procesamiento de estos casos. Actualmente
la aportacién es de setenta y cinco dolares ($75). Todas las
aportaciones recaudadas por el Tribunal se utilizan para los
gastos operativos diarios de la oficina. La aportacion sugerida
ayuda con una pequena parte de los costos operacionales del
Tribunal.

Cuando un Peticionario ha estado involucrado en multiples
matrimonios, cada matrimonio anterior se trata como un
caso individual y se solicita una aportaciéon separada para
cada uno.

El Tribunal da la bienvenida a todas las peticiones,
independientemente de la capacidad del involucrado para
hacer una aportacion. El Tribunal puede organizar planes de
pago o renunciar completamente a las aportaciones seguin las
circunstancias financieras individuales, sin ningin impacto
en el progreso o resultado de la peticion.

El personal del Tribunal Diocesano esta disponible para
asistirle. Puede contactarnos entre las 8:30 a.m. y las 3:30
p-m. de lunes a viernes en:

EL TRIBUNAL
Diocese of Allentown
7660 Imperial Way, Suite 125
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18195
(610) 434-3200 « Fax (610) 433-3104
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